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class quarters of Tokyo, such functions are not
so completely separated, Then, we give the girls
every opportunity to educate and improve them-
selves at a small cost and hold seasonal geisha per-
formances at our theatre, the Shimbashi Embtyo, in
order to encourage their personal improvement
through competition in the entertainment arts. That
is a large order, isn't it ?" he smiled as he finished
his explanation.
"The geisha have become true artists and are
now greatly respected, thanks to our efforts in
Shimbashi and similar districts, that is since the
samurai began to patronize them back around
1830 and the profession has been completely
separated from its origins* The trouble with
most foreigners/' said Mr. Kubo, "is that they
still persist in thinking that the geisha are now what
they originally were/' Low class geisha are not
always what they should be, and while it is against
the law for geisha and geisha house owners to parti-
cipate in anything like prostitution, the police do
wink at this procedure in some third class dis-
tricts. "One of our chief aims in Shimbashi is to
break down erroneous conceptions. Really,
geisha are comparable to stage actresses in the
West," said Mr. Kubo with considerable* emphasis.
He might have more realistically said they ate